
CALL FOR APPLICATION
INSTITUTE FOR AFRICAN TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE IATJ VI 2016

To be held from 30 May – 3 June 2016                        In Gulu Town, Northern Uganda
On the Theme:  “Too little too late or too much too soon?” 

The Time and Timing of Transitional Justice
Introduction
Since the 1980s, the field of transitional justice has expanded 
tremendously. Different post-conflict and post-authoritarian societies 
are developing and implementing a whole range of mechanisms to 
deal with legacies of violence. Transitional justice, both as a field 
of scholarship and praxis, has in many ways undergone its own 
transition; from its exceptionalist origins it has developed into an 
increasingly codified, standardized, globalized and professionalised 
concept. The ever-growing development and ‘professionalisation’ 
of transitional justice, however, has also generated increasing 
questions about the effectiveness and impact of such processes, and 
frequent emphasis on the importance of ‘localizing transitional justice’ 
processes. In some contexts, notably Uganda, Transitional Justice 
has become a tool to be deployed in governance negotiations even 
though there is no transition: civil society uses it to try and leverage 
increased accountability in the absence of democratic transitions; 
government uses it to rubber stamp deficient democratic credentials. 
In the midst of this complexity, key questions about the integrity of 
justice processes can easily get lost. 

The 6th Institute for African Transitional Justice (IATJ), 
therefore, seeks to draw attention to and to explore in some depth 
two overarching questions, namely: (1) When do transitional justice 
processes begin and end? (2) and how long should such transitions 
last, or how long are they expected and mandated to last? The 
answers to these questions lie not only in politics and economics, but 
more importantly, relate to the psychology of victims and survivors, 
the dynamics of recovery from trauma, the challenges of memory; in 
short, they challenge the very notion that there is one justice response 
that can be sufficient for all, and compel us to look at different models 
of transitional justice and ask ourselves an additional question; is it 
too little too late, or too much too soon? 

To explore these questions, the Refugee Law Project (RLP), in 

collaboration with its partners within the African Transitional Justice 
Research Network (ATJRN), will hold the 6th IATJ from 30th May 
–3rdJune 2016 in Gulu, Northern Uganda.  This annual week-long 
residential programme with a focus on Transitional Justice issues in 
the context of African challenges will have the theme: “Too little too 
late or too much too soon? The Time and Timing of Transitional 
Justice”.

The 6th Annual Institute will build on achievements of the past five 
Institutes to discuss and articulate the following questions, among 
others: 
a) What are the timeframes of transitional justice processes?
b) When and where does transitional justice begin and where 

does it end? 
c) What are some of the most poignant challenges and obstacles 

of determining the timing of transitional justice processes, 
including the fixation of start and end points? 

d) What are some of the most current challenges and opportunities 
of determining the timeframes of transitional justice, and of 
including various (often locally grounded) non-state-driven 
processes, which either precedes, or follow-up on international 
or state led processes?

e) What are some of the psychological and political challenges 
related to timeframes and the timing of transitional justice 
processes, including the challenge of balancing between 
overly long-lasting processes on the one hand, and sufficiently 
lengthy procedures on the other hand? 

f) Where exactly should preceding and follow-up initiatives, such 
as for instance locally grounded information gathering exercises 
or memorialisation initiatives, be positioned and situated within 
wider transitional justice timeframes? 

g) Do transitional justice processes always need to be driven 
and implemented either by national governments and states 
or the international community, or do various locally driven and 

community-owned processes, such as documentation, truth-
seeking procedures, oral history projects or memory initiatives 
also constitute integral pillars of holistic transitional justice 
processes? 

h) What role does funding play in determining transitional justice 
timeframes and impact? 

Methodology 
As an established practice, the Institute will invite experienced 
transitional justice practitioners, academics, scholars, researchers, 
graduate students, humanitarian aid workers, and policy-makers 
within and beyond the continent shaping the discourse, development 
and implementation of transitional justice. The program of the Institute 
will be structured to engage both theory and practice juxtaposed with 
practical learning exercises and field visits to enable practitioners 
to engage analytically and practically on issues that touch on the 
future and limits of transitional justice timeframes in post-conflict 
communities, particularly in Africa but also beyond.

Participants 
Participants in previous Institutes have come from South Africa, 
Kenya, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Morocco, Tunisia, Sudan, Burundi, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
Liberia, UK, Canada, USA, Italy, Belgium, Australia, and Namibia. 
The Institute has grown in popularity and this year we expect 30 
distinguished participants from around the globe.

Call for Papers
The Institute hereby invites upcoming scholars and practitioners 
interested in presenting a research paper on any of the above thematic 
questions to apply. Priority will be given to scholars and practitioners 
addressing transitional justice issues in light of African challenges. 
Perspectives developed during the IATJ are published in a book, short 
videos or media articles. The first publication “Where Law Meets 

Reality: Forging an African Transitional Justice” is accessible at 
http://fahamubooks.org/book/?GCOI=90638100649880

Fees
Participants from within Africa: USD 1,000 (one thousand US 
Dollars)
Participants from outside Africa: USD 1,400 (one thousand four 
hundred US Dollars). The fee covers the course fee, cost of 
materials, full-board accommodation for five nights, and round trip 
transportation costs from Kampala to Gulu, with a one-day tour to the 
National Memory and Peace Documentation Centre in Kitgum.

Scholarships
There are no full scholarships available for IATJ VI. A partial 
scholarship (fee wavier) may apply to outstanding candidates 
with demonstrated needs, especially paper presenters.

Application requirements:
• Application letter stating your interest in the Institute
• One page writing sample on any aspect of transitional justice 

practices and policies in Africa
• One reference letter from your organization or institution
• Current CV (maximum 3 pages)

Application procedure:
1) Send a copy of your application to ctj@refugeelawproject.org 

AND to iatj@refugeelawproject.org with the subject IATJ VI 
Application.

2) Deadline for submitting application is 7th May 2016

For further information regarding the IATJ, the 6th Institute, and the 
application procedure, please kindly visit www.refugeelawproject.
org or email iatj@refugeelawproject.org. 
Phone contact: +256-785216119. 


