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CALL	FOR	APPLICATIONS		
	

INSTITUTE	FOR	AFRICAN	TRANSITIONAL	JUSTICE	(IATJ)	2018	
	

To	be	held	from	3–7	September	2018	

In	Arua	Town,	West	Nile	Region		

On	the	Theme:		
	

‘Doing	Inclusive	Gender	in	Transitional	Justice:		
What	might	this	look	like	in	Post-Conflict	African	Societies?’		

	
Introduction	
Building	on	the	successes	and	achievements	of	the	past	seven	IATJs,	the	Refugee	Law	Project	
(RLP),	in	collaboration	with	its	partners	within	the	African	Transitional	Justice	Research	Network	
(ATJRN),	now	invites	applications	for	the	8th	Institute	for	African	Transitional	Justice,	an	annual	
week-long	residential	programme	with	a	focus	on	conceptualising	Transitional	Justice	issues	in	
African	 contexts.	 The	 Institute	will	 take	 place	 from	3-7	 September	 2018,	 in	 Arua,	West	 Nile	
Region	under	the	theme:	‘Doing	Inclusive	Gender	in	Transitional	Justice:	What	might	this	look	
like	in	Post-conflict	African	Societies?’		
	
Why	do	‘Inclusive	Gender’		
Gender	perspectives	 in	transitional	 justice	often	neglect	the	many	possible	meanings	ascribed	
to	 “gender”	 and	 “justice”	 in	 different	 geopolitical	 regions.	 As	 people	 seek	 to	 re-establish	 a	
sense	of	normalcy	and	continuity	with	pre-conflict	setting,	gendered	harms	experienced	in	the	
course	 of	 conflict	 can	be	 silenced,	 and	pre-conflict	 gender	 norms	 can	be	 re-imposed	 and	 re-
consolidated.	How	we	address	gender	dimensions	of	harms	experienced	is	thus	a	research	and	
policy	 imperative	in	times	of	transition	and	transformation	of	societies	after	genocide,	violent	
conflicts	and/or	systematic	abuses	of	fundamental	human	rights.		
	
Gaps	in	Gender	&	TJ	
Triggered	in	part	by	the	war	in	former	Yugoslavia	and	the	Rwandan	Genocide,	and	given	further	
impetus	 by	 events	 in	 Darfur	 in	 the	 early	 2000s,	 considerable	 thought	 has	 been	 given	 to	 the	
gendered	 harms	 experienced	 by	women	 and	 girls	 in	 conflict	 (not	 least	 because	 of	 increased	
attention	to	and	visibility	of	sexual	violence	as	a	‘weapon	of	war’).		An	important	special	issue	of	
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the	 International	 Journal	of	Transitional	 Justice,	published	 in	2007,	exemplifies	 the	manner	 in	
which,	just	over	a	decade	ago,	the	discussion	about	gender	and	transitional	justice	had	largely	
become	one	about	whether	or	not	transitional	justice	does	‘gender	justice’	for	women	victims	
of	violence.	The	model	of	gender	underpinning	such	analyses	was	effectively	an	exclusive	one;	a	
dynamic	 and	 its	 associated	 harm	 was	 only	 regarded	 as	 ‘gendered’	 when	 it	 reinforced	 ‘the	
unequal	 position	 of	 women	 in	 society’1.	 This	 has	 in	 many	 instances	 resulted	 in	 severely	
reductivist	accounts	of	women	as	victims,	men	as	perpetrators,	as	well	as	the	silencing	of	harms	
experienced	by	those	outside	this	binary.		
	
While	in	some	respects	International	Criminal	Law	(ICL),	influenced	by	the	ad	hoc	tribunals	for	
Rwanda	and	former	Yugoslavia,	has	seen	the	development	of	more	gender	inclusive	definitions	
of	gender-based	crimes,	most	notably	in	the	Rome	Statute	definitions	of	rape	and	other	forms	
of	conflict-related	sexual	violence,	the	implementation	of	this	has	been	given	a	set-back	by	the	
May	2018	decision	of	the	ICC’s	appeal	court	to	overturn	the	conviction	of	Jean-Pierre	Bemba	for	
conflict-related	sexual	violence	against	both	women	and	men.		
	
Beyond	ICL,	insufficient	thought	has	been	given	to	making	the	field	of	transitional	justice	more	
broadly	both	gender	sensitive	and	 inclusive.	By	gender	sensitive	we	mean	paying	attention	to	
the	gendered	dimensions	of	specific	forms	and	patterns	of	victimization	and	the	particular	ways	
in	which	victims/survivors	do	or	do	not	wish	these	harms	to	be	approached	in	justice	processes.	
If	truth-telling	processes	are	to	address	men’s	victimization,	for	example,	it	may	be	as	necessary	
to	 create	 special	 hearing	 procedures	 that	 are	 sensitive	 to	 men’s	 shame	 and	 fear	 of	 social	
rejection,	as	it	 is	for	women	and	child	victims.	By	gender	inclusive	we	mean	ensuring	that	the	
potential	gendered	victimisation	of	all	persons	is	recognised,	whether	they	be	female,	male	or	
other.		
	
To	 do	 ‘Inclusive	 gender’,	 therefore,	 may	 require	 us	 to	 consider	 the	 multiple	 ways	 in	 which	
gender	norms	and	understandings	affect	women	and	men	and	 those	outside	the	mainstream	
gender	 binary.	 We	 must	 let	 go	 a	 simplistic	 and	 static	 hierarchy	 of	 gender	 vulnerability	 and	
privilege,	 and	 replace	 it	 with	 the	 recognition	 that	 the	 power	 and	 vulnerability,	 privilege	 and	
oppression	 associated	 with	 normative	 gender	 constructs	 are	 situationally	 and	 contextually	
dependent,	as	well	as	malleable	through	political,	policy	and	economic	interventions.	While	still	
recognizing	and	responding	to	the	widespread	victimization	of	women,	doing	inclusive	gender	
will	require	us	to	challenge	the	notion	that	women	are	the	only	victims	of	those	constructs.	We	
expect	that	when	considered	through	this	lens,	a	number	of	additional	categories	of	victim	will	
come	into	focus,	including	male	victims	of	sexual	violence	in	conflict	settings,	for	example.	We	
also	 expect	 the	 multiple	 vulnerabilities	 generated	 by	 being	 coerced	 into	 performing	 narrow	
models	of	militarized	masculinity	to	also	stand	our	more	clearly.		
	
Doing	 Inclusive	 Gender	 in	 Transitional	 Justice,	 therefore,	 requires	 us	 to	 take	 a	 fresh	 look	 at	
gender	 norms,	 as	 well	 as	 ‘gender’	 policy	 and	 practice;	 in	 addition	 to	 looking	 at	 the	 already	
recognised	issues	of	gender	injustice	and	the	attention	that	must	be	paid	to	ensure	that	women	
                                                
1 Navanethem Pillay (2007), Editorial Note, The International Journal of Transitional Justice, Vol. 1, p 317 
2 The	first	publication	“Where	Law	Meets	Reality:	Forging	an	African	Transitional	Justice”	is	accessible	at	
http://fahamubooks.org/book/?GCOI=90638100649880 
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victims	of	conflict-related	atrocities	are	not	subjected	to	further	victimization	by	gender-blind	
justice	 processes,	what	 else	 do	we	need	 to	 do	 to	 ensure	 that	 categories	 of	 victim	who	have	
been	 silenced	 and	 excluded	 in	 much	 of	 TJ	 to	 date	 –	 whether	 they	 were	 presumed	 to	 be	
privileged	 perpetrators,	 or	 because	 they	 could	 not	 be	 readily	 fitted	 into	 a	 heteronormative	
male-female	gender	binary	–	are	also	engaged	 in	transitional	 justice	processes?	 In	what	ways	
could	 doing	 inclusive	 gender	 in	 TJ	 contribute	 to	 a	 larger	 goal	 of	 re-visioning	 gender	 towards	
more	progressive	norms?								
	
To	 engage	 in	 these	 critical	 questions,	 this	 eighth	 Institute	 for	 African	 Transitional	 will	 bring	
together	survivors	of	a	 range	of	conflict-related	violations.	Our	discussions	will	 include	sexual	
violence,	 but	 also	 look	 at	 other	 gendered	 phenomena,	 such	 as	 forcible	 recruitment	 and	
patterns	 of	 detention.	 Together	 with	 rights	 activists,	 humanitarian	 workers,	 and	 transitional	
justice	practitioners,	we	will	 re-consider	 the	generally	 recognised	 range	of	 transitional	 justice	
mechanisms	 such	 as	 prosecutions,	 truth-telling,	 reparations,	 institutional	 reform	 and	
memorialization.	We	 shall	 consider	 not	 only	 how	 to	make	 them	more	 gender	 sensitive	 and	
inclusive,	but	also	how	to	do	this	in	a	way	that	systematically	explores	local(ised)	meanings	of	
gender	and	 justice	within	and	beyond	binary	gender	 constructions,	 and	what	 this	 implies	 for	
reframing	 of	 transitional	 justice	 theorising	 and	 policies	 in	 alliance	 with	 local	 or	 regional	
standpoints.		
	
The	8th	Annual	Institute	will	build	on	achievements	of	the	past	seven	Institutes	to	discuss	and	
articulate	the	following	questions,	among	others:		

a) What	do	we	mean	by	“gendered	violence”	and	“gendered	harms”?	
b) In	 what	 ways	 are	 specific	 forms	 and	 patterns	 of	 victimisation	 and	 perpetration	

gendered?	Who	are	the	victims	of	gendered	harms?	
c) Are	major	 approaches	 to	 Transitional	 Justice	 able	 to	 address	 these	 particular	 gender	

dimensions?	What	gaps	exist?	
d) Can	 transitional	 justice	 instruments	 and	 mechanisms	 be	 developed	 that	 are	 both	

sensitive	to	and	inclusive	of	all	genders?	
e) What	are	the	gender	justice	dimensions	that	need	to	be	considered	for	the	full	

reintegration	of	“victims”	and	“perpetrators”	in	communities?	Should	this	be	achieved	
by	working	with	individuals	or	with	groups?		

	
Methodology		
The	 Institute	 will	 invite	 both	 junior	 and	 experienced	 transitional	 justice	 practitioners,	
academics,	 scholars,	 researchers,	 graduate	 students,	 humanitarian	 aid	 workers,	 and	 policy-
makers	 within	 and	 beyond	 the	 continent	 shaping	 the	 discourse,	 development	 and	
implementation	of	transitional	justice.	The	program	of	the	Institute	will	be	structured	to	engage	
both	theory	and	practice	juxtaposed	with	practical	learning	exercises	and	field	visits	to	enable	
practitioners	to	engage	analytically	and	practically	on	issues	that	touch	on	the	future	and	limits	
of	 transitional	 justice	 timeframes	 in	 post-conflict	 communities,	 particularly	 in	 Africa	 but	 also	
beyond.	
	
Participants		
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Participants	in	previous	Institutes	came	from	Ireland,	South	Africa,	Kenya,	Uganda,	Zimbabwe,	
Morocco,	Tunisia,	Sudan,	Burundi,	Democratic	Republic	of	Congo,	Ghana,	Nigeria,	Sierra	Leone,	
Liberia,	 UK,	 Canada,	 USA,	 Italy,	 Belgium,	 Australia,	 and	 Namibia.	 The	 Institute	 has	 grown	 in	
popularity	and	this	year	we	expect	30	distinguished	participants	from	around	the	globe.	
	
Call	for	Papers	
The	 Institute	 hereby	 invites	 upcoming	 scholars	 and	 practitioners	 interested	 in	 presenting	 a	
researched	 paper	 on	 any	 of	 the	 above	 thematic	 questions	 to	 apply.	 Priority	will	 be	 given	 to	
scholars	 and	 practitioners	 who	 can	 speak	 to	 the	 above	 questions	 in	 light	 of	 specific	 African	
contexts.	Perspectives	developed	during	the	IATJ	VIII	will	be	published	in	a	book,	short	videos	or	
media	articles.2		
	
Fees	
Participants	from	within	Africa:	USD	750	(seven	hundred	and	fifty	US	Dollars)	
Participants	 from	 outside	 Africa:	 USD	 1,000	 (one	 thousand	 US	 Dollars).	 The	 fee	 covers	 the	
course	 fee,	 cost	 of	 materials,	 full-board	 accommodation	 for	 five	 nights,	 and	 round	 trip	
transportation	 costs	 from	 Entebbe	 International	 Airport	 to	 Kampala	 to	 Arua,	with	 a	 one-day	
tour	to	the	Ombaci	Massacre	Site.	
	
Scholarships	
There	are	no	full	scholarships	available	for	VIII.	A	partial	scholarship	(fee	waiver)	may	apply	to	
an	outstanding	candidate	with	demonstrated	needs,	especially	paper	presenters.	
	
Application	requirements:	

• Application	letter	stating	your	interest	in	the	Institute	
• One	page	writing	sample	on	any	aspect	of	 transitional	 justice	practices	and	policies	 in	

Africa	
• A	reference	 letter	 from	your	organization/institution	or	 from	a	recognised	practitioner	

familiar	with	your	work																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																					
• Current	CV	(maximum	3	pages)	

	
Application	procedure:	

1) Send	 a	 copy	 of	 your	 application	 to	 ctj@refugeelawproject.org	 AND	 to	
iatj@refugeelawproject.org	with	the	subject	IATJ	VIII	Application.	

2) Deadline	for	submitting	application	is	30th	July	2018	
	
For	 further	 information	 regarding	 the	 IATJ,	 the	 8th	 Institute,	 and	 the	 application	 procedure,	
please	 kindly	 visit	 www.refugeelawproject.org	 or	 email	 iatj@refugeelawproject.org.	 Phone	
contact:	+256-776897117.		
 
 
 

                                                
2 The	first	publication	“Where	Law	Meets	Reality:	Forging	an	African	Transitional	Justice”	is	accessible	at	
http://fahamubooks.org/book/?GCOI=90638100649880 


